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Study Summary

Endowment (Wagqf) Foresight Concept, Applications, Features

Prepared by:

Dr. Sami bin Muhammad Al-Salahat
The International Institute of Islamic Endowment
And Former Head of its Advisory Council (Malaysia)

drsamis@gmail.com

© This research is published under the terms of the (CC BY 4.0) license, which
permits copying, distributing, and transmitting the research in any form or format.
It also allows for adapting, transforming, or building upon the research for any
purpose, including commercial purposes, provided that the work is attributed to the
author and any changes are indicated.

To Quote: Al-Salahat, Sami bin Muhammad, Endowment (Waqf) Foresight Concept,
Applications, Features «Waqf Magazine» Majallah Waqf No. 13, Rajab 1447 AH,
January 2026 CE.

Date of receiving the research: 13/03/2025 CE.

Date of Acceptance for publication: 04/05/2025 CE.

The Idea of the Research: Proposes utilizing strategic studies, future studies,
foresight methodologies, and predictive models as a critical approach to examining
the current state and future of waqf as a social, economic, and political institution.
These represent a cognitive framework developed by experts to advance these fields

and expand their roles in societies and countries.

The Significance of the Research: This study centers on knowledge-based
research that bridges past and present to anticipate both near- and long-term futures.
Waqf, as a socio-economic phenomenon whose presence has endured since the dawn
of Islamic civilization, is intrinsically linked to Muslim communities wherever they
have existed. It is inconceivable to envision Muslims without waqf, which places
upon today’s custodians the responsibility to provide informed analyses and prepare
for potential challenges, crises, or disasters in the absence of prior planning. In this
regard, waqf is akin to other socio-economic systems striving to establish an active

and influential presence within their societies and nations.
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The Objectives of the Research: This study aims to: Clarify and emphasize the
role of strategic and foresight studies in the activities of our waqf institutions. Develop
researchers and experts specialized in these fields of study. Broaden opportunities for
stakeholder participation in shaping this future-oriented foresight approachy. These
objectives apply comprehensively to all waqf institutions - both public and private -
without limitation to governmental waqf. The Waqf, as a socio-economic institution
established by the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and has existed and
continues to exist in the thought of the nation (ummah), waqf as an institutional and
financial system must necessarily: Implement governance, compliance, and risk
management measures. Is obliged to adopt future-oriented perspectives and foresight

methodologies. Respond to external environmental changes.

This dual focus explains the centuries-long sustainability of many Awqaf. This
continuity is not limited only to financial and institutional measures or to these
institutions’ risk management, but also to their: Their acute capacity for near- and
long-term foresight. Adaptive resilience to socio-economic fluctuations. Endurance
through wars and disasters that have afflicted the ummah throughout its history» is

the more direct and precise translation.

To arrive at useful results, we consider the most suitable research method to
be descriptive analysis, combined with a discussion of the most important foresight
methodologies that could benefit waqf institutions. This is followed by an examination
of how these methodologies can be applied in waqf systems and operations to
maximize the ability to anticipate both the near and distant future, through analyzing

current trajectories and trends, as well as the potential impacts upon them.

This approach will rely on scientific, statistical, analytical, and descriptive
methods to assess foreseeable risks and opportunities. In order to present a
comprehensive picture of the study, we will examine this through: The first topic — An
introduction to waqf foresight. The second topic — Foundational jurisprudential (Usul

al-Figh) principles and Figh applications in anticipating waqf rulings.

Keywords:
Foresight - Future Studies — Strategies — Brainstorming - Outcomes, Legal

Stratagems.
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